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Preface
The eld of static program analysis has experienced a rapid growth of interest and
popularity within the last decade. This is also witnessed by the success of the confer-
ence Static Analysis Symposium (SAS), which started in Namur (Belgium) in 1994,
following the international workshops WSA held in Bordeaux (France) and Padova
(Italy) in 1992 and 1993, respectively. Since then, SAS has been the annual con-
ference and forum for researchers in all aspects of static analysis, and was held in
Glasgow (UK), Paris (France) and Pisa (Italy).
One of the main reasons which made SAS very successful was the ability to put to-
gether researchers using dierent approaches (data-ow analysis, control-ow analysis,
abstract interpretation, type systems, constraint-based analysis, verication and model
checking) and working on dierent classes of programming languages (imperative,
functional, object-oriented, logic, concurrent).
This issue of Science of Computer Programming contains the extended versions of
some of the best papers presented at the SAS’98 conference held in Pisa. The selected
papers cover a wide spectrum of problems, approaches and languages, including
 applications of data-ow methods to code motion (paper by Ruthing) and to pointer
alias analysis (paper by Hind and Pioli),
 subtype inference (paper by Duggan),
 application of abstract interpretation techniques to model checking (paper by Levi),
 specication languages for reasoning about logic programs (paper by Volpe).
I want to thank the Editors-in-chief of Science of Computer Programming for the
opportunity to compile this special issue, which would not have been realizable with-
out the kind and highly appreciated help of the following reviewers: Ron K. Cytron,
Agostino Dovier, Rakesh Ghiya, Rajiv Gupta, Bill Landi, Elena Marchiori, Alan Mycroft,
Jacob Rehof, David Schmidt, Scott Smith, Mary Lou Soa and Harald Sondergaard.
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